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2019 was a year full of progress for the Society for Children and Youth of BC.

We welcomed a number of new staff members and volunteers, delivered on all

areas of our strategic plan and continued to build, and strengthen partnerships

across the province.

At SCY, underlying all of our goals is the aim to ensure that the opinions and

interests of children and youth are not only heard but listened to and

understood. This is a fundamental right afforded to all young people through

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This year, through

our Child and Youth Legal Centre (CYLC) and our Child and Youth Friendly

Communities - Urban Explorers program, young people across the province

were able to have their interests heard and seriously considered by those making

decisions that have a significant impact on their lives.

We are fortunate to be supported in our work by many partners. In 2019 we met

with and presented to hundreds of people from dozens of different stakeholder

groups including young people, post-secondary students, staff at various

organizations, justice system professionals, and health professionals. The

partnerships we have built and strengthened this year have had a tremendous

impact on the work that we do.

With the ongoing support of our funding partners, sponsors and donors; the

energy and enthusiasm of our incredible staff and volunteers; and, the wisdom

and dedication of our Board of Directors, we look forward to continuing this

work and meeting the challenges of the year to come

A LETTER FROM

OUR EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR

Stephanie Howell

Executive Director



2019 was another exciting year for SCY. We continued to expand our

programming and to grow as an organization. The passion of the Board and staff

has no bounds and it amazes me still how much energy everyone puts into

making British Columbia a better place for some of our most vulnerable

populations.

The Board of Directors itself has been working hard to support the work of the

organization and continued to carry out the strategic plan that was developed a

few years ago. The Board has been strong for a number of years but we will see a

few changes in 2020 as long time Board members move on to other adventures.

With both the Board and staff, we continue to recruit individuals with diverse

backgrounds who have a passion for the rights of children and youth.

In conclusion, the Board believes that 2019 was a very successful year for SCY

and we look forward to what 2020 will bring. On behalf of the Board, I would like

to thank our supporters, funders, members, volunteers and staff for their

commitment and dedication to improving the rights of young people in our

province.

UPDATE FROM

THE BOARD OF

DIRECTORS
BY NINA PUREWAL, BOARD CHAIR

SCY BOARD MEMBERS, OCTOBER 2019 (MISSING SOME MEMBERS)



Phyllis Kenney, Child and Youth Lawyer

Sabrina Rivera, Administrative Assistant

Sarah Rush, Social Worker

Stephanie Howell, Executive Director

Susan Lealh, Legal Assistant

Suzette Narbonne, Managing Child and Youth

Lawyer

MEET OUR TEAM

STAFF

BOARD

VOLUNTEERS

Nina Purewal, Chair

Ashley Howard, Vice Chair

Tanya Antonic, Treasurer 

Erin Hood, Secretary 

Jessica Tran, Director

K'iinuwaas, Carrie Anne Vanderhoop, Director

Jacqueline Norris, Director

Brynne Redford, Director

Alicia Hubbard, Child and Youth Lawyer

Alyssa Collins, Child and Youth Advocate

Ildi Kovacs, Child and Youth Friendly Communities Program Coordinator

Margie Sanderson, Communications and Outreach Coordinator

Vivian Wu

Jaeten Gosal

Daphne Howell

Rosie Bolderston

Gautam Parhar

Danika Howell

Sally Hart

Haley Barkey

Andrea Nicolalde 

Guillermo Jimenez

Jaime Prins 

Marlie Collette 

Jasmine Jassal 

Kirsten Smith

Our CYLC Advisory

Committee 

(you know who you are!)



CHILD AND

YOUTH LEGAL

CENTRE

PROGRAM UPDATE

It has been another amazing

year at the Child and Youth

Legal Centre. Awareness of our

work is growing and more young

people from more communities

feel safe to contact us with an

ever-increasing array of legal

issues. All three lawyers, our

advocate and our social worker

work directly with these

vulnerable young people to help

them solve their legal problems.

At the same time, the addition

of four positions in 2019 has

made a positive impact on the

child rights community by

increasing our ability to

collaborate with many different

groups. A highlight for the team

last year was the opportunity to

work with other youth-serving

organizations and to connect

positively with young people

who face enormous challenges

in their day-to-day lives.

Feedback from the courts,  from

adults and, most importantly,

from the children we represent

continues to encourage us as we

move forward. One child said

having a lawyer who makes sure

her voice is heard is like “having

a backpack full of stuff being

lifted off of my back”.

As we continue to grow, we are

honoured to work with the

many law students who have

volunteered with the Legal

Centre. We benefit from their

work and perspectives; at the

same time, we are able to teach

the next generation of lawyers

about the importance and value

in advocating for child rights.  I

also want to thank the Law

Foundation for the continued

financial support for this

valuable service.

- Suzette Narbonne, Managing

Lawyer



Alyssa and Sarah present at

the BC Society for Transition

Houses annual conference

Suzette speaks about access to

justice for children at a

Continuing Legal Education of

BC course

Training day for our

Pro Bono law students



CHILD AND

YOUTH FRIENDLY

COMMUNITIES

Our CYFC project advocates for Children’s Right to

the City, providing opportunities for our young

citizens to proactively and regularly participate in

their city’s community life and their local

government’s decision-making processes. This year

we continued to work with various planning teams

at the City of Vancouver’s Department of Planning,

Urban Design and Sustainability and the Vancouver

Board of Parks and Recreation, offering both

consulting services and child and youth engagement

programs or activities.

Our Urban Explorers program had its second pilot

year, providing a multi-session, deeper engagement

curriculum in 3 local public schools. This year we

partnered with the Broadway Corridor planning

team to gather children's insights for the

comprehensive Broadway Plan. 

In the fall of 2019 we also worked with the

Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation to

conduct child and youth engagement for the John

Hendry (Trout Lake) Park Master Plan through

shorter, 1 - 3 session engagement opportunities. 

We closed 2019 with exciting plans on the horizon

for the CYFC program, including significant

expansion opportunities both within and beyond

Vancouver. We look forward to continuing to grow

opportunities for children to be consulted and heard

from in all kinds of community planning initiatives. 

- Ildi Kovacs, CYFC Program Coordinator

PROGRAM UPDATE



Some of our CYFC engagement

activities: model building, photo-

voice posters displaying 'likes' and

'dislikes', and collaborative vision

board creation



In 2019 we delivered over 5,000 child

rights resources across the province

through our Child Rights Public

Awareness Campaign. While some of

these are paid resources, we continue

to offer our annual free publications

drive to help spread the word and raise

awareness.  

This year we also grew our social

media presence and expanded to new

platforms and audiences, and laid the

groundwork for numerous new print

and web resources as well as updated

some of our existing materials.  

We continued to table and present at

local events and conferences spreading

the word about children's right and the

UNCRC. 

As 2019 came to a close, we began work

spearheading an Alternative Report to

the United Nations Committee on the

Rights of the Child regarding

children's rights in BC. We

collaborated on this project with

numerous other BC organizations, and

completed it in early 2020.

- Margie Sanderson, Communications

and Outreach Coordinator

CHILD  RIGHTS  PUBLIC

AWARENESS



A NIGHT FOR RIGHTS
Our third annual celebration fundraiser was again a success,
bringing together SCY's supporters, giving a platform for
powerful messages from young people, and raising money to
support our progreams.



Society for Children and Youth of BC

KEEP  IN  TOUCH

@scyofbc

@scyofbc

info@scyofbc.org

www.scyofbc.org

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR

DONORS ,  FUNDERS ,

AND  SUPPORTERS  

LIKE  YOU

Global Container Terminals Canada

TL Roofing 

Generous A Night for Rights Silent Auction

donors and supporters 

Sponsors: 

The Law Foundation of BC

The Law Foundation of Ontario Access to Justice Fund

The Notary Foundation of BC

Financial Assistance of the Province of British Columbia through the

Community Gaming Grant

United Way of the Lower Mainland

The City of Vancouver

Funding Partners: 

And all  of our individual and monthly donors. Your

contributions have a tremendous impact! 





SCY Society for Children and Youth of B.C.
Statement of Operations

For the year ended December 31, 2019

Operating
Fund

Project Fund Capital Fund 2019 2018

Revenue
Non-government agency grants 38,247 549,742 1,887 589,876 483,858
Government agency grants - 60,000 - 60,000 50,778
Other revenue 10,878 12,080 - 22,958 12,797
Interest 8,988 - - 8,988 8,607
Donations 3,583 5,000 - 8,583 11,503

61,696 626,822 1,887 690,405 567,543

Expenses
Administration expense (recovery) (59,969) 59,969 - - -
Amortization - - 2,166 2,166 1,168
Office and miscellaneous 4,230 26,373 - 30,603 23,774
Professional fees 26,211 132,661 - 158,872 144,798
Rent and occupancy costs 13,085 41,045 - 54,130 54,113
Salaries and benefits 38,663 351,322 - 389,985 336,336
Travel and meeting costs 9,147 6,730 - 15,877 16,729
Volunteers and training 1,226 5,935 - 7,161 3,311

32,593 624,035 2,166 658,794 580,229

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses 29,103 2,787 (279) 31,611 (12,686)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
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