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FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

The Society for Children and Youth of BC works to
improve the well-being of young people across
the province through the advancement of their
rights and has done so for over 46 years.
Throughout all of those years, neither SCY nor
any other organization in our province has had to
endure anything similar to what we all faced in
2020 with the COVID 19 pandemic. 

The year began in a way that was similar to all
others during the time that I have worked with
this organization. We held numerous staff &
board gatherings and meetings, hosted workshops
and roundtables, presented at conferences, and
met with and supported clients. Between January
and early March, news of COVID 19 and its world-
wide spread had become a topic of serious local
concern to the point where on March 13th we
made the difficult decision to temporarily halt all
in person activities, to work from home, and to
monitor and follow the recommendations of local
public health officials. 

The SCY team, including all of the staff,
contractors, volunteers and members of the Board
of Directors, showed incredible strength,
patience, and creativity in responding to both the
organizational changes that were needed, as well
as the increased complexity of needs of the young
people we serve. Although the pandemic required
everyone to physically distance, it also served to
bring us together in a united effort to find ways -

to continue to support young people in the best
way possible. Within days of making the
difficult decision to suspend all in person
activities, we had transitioned to being able to
provide all of our services virtually. At times,
the pandemic required us to adjust plans and to
change the way we engaged with people.
However, with the tremendous support,
flexibility and understanding of our funders and
all of our partners, collaborators, and
supporters, we successfully transitioned the
work, maintained all of our staff, and all the
while, provided services to even more young
people than the previous year and with the
same level of care. 

Given that we are now more than a year into the
COVID 19 pandemic, significant short- and
longer-term negative impacts have begun to be
identified and unfortunately it is becoming
evident that the well-being of children and
youth is suffering. In 2021, we will need to
continue to be creative, flexible, patient, and
passionate in our efforts to deliver on our
mission but with the incredible team that we
have, I am confident that we will do just that.
Many thanks to our volunteers, funders, donors,
partners, collaborators, and friends. Your
continued support has a huge positive impact
on the lives of children and youth in BC. I look
forward to when we can all get together again
soon. 

-Stephanie Howell, Executive Director



It has been said by many that 2020 was an
unprecedented year, a year like no other, but I
am truly proud and amazed by the SCY senior
management team and staff and what they
accomplished last year for the children and youth
of British Columbia. Despite the pandemic, the
staff continued to expand our programming and
grow as an organization. The Board and staff
moved seamlessly to virtual meetings and work
without hesitation. Year after year I am in awe of
the passion of those involved with SCY who
continue to make British Columbia a better place
for some of our most vulnerable populations.

With the move to ‘virtual everything’, we held
our AGM and fourth annual "A Night for Rights"
online, which were both a success. The Board
continued to support the work of the
organization and began a process of developing a
new strategic plan as the old one was coming to
an end. Both Board and staff were involved
extensively in the fall with planning and
preparing for the 2021-2025 strategic plan.

The Board was strong again and we will see
a few changes in 2021 as long time Board
members move on to other adventures.
With both the Board and staff, we continue
to recruit individuals with diverse
backgrounds who have a passion for the
rights of children and youth.

The staff at The Child and Youth Legal
Centre continued to expand their work into
new communities all across the province.
Staff continued advocating on behalf of
young people and children with positive
feedback from stakeholders, judges and
children and youth themselves. SCY was at
the forefront of ensuring that the issues of
young people were brought to the forefront
during the Public Health Order restrictions,
which truly did have an adverse effect on
children and youth. As an example, think
about all of the play that was lost with
playgrounds being closed.

In conclusion, the Board believes that 2020
was not only a very successful year for SCY
but that the organization became even
more resilient and far-reaching than ever
before. We look forward to what 2021 will
bring and on behalf of the Board, I would
like to thank our supporters, funders,
members, volunteers and staff for their
commitment and dedication to improving
the rights of young people in our province.

- Nina Purewal, Board Chair

FROM THE
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS



OUR PEOPLE
2020 was a year of amazing growth at SCY. We are incredibly grateful to the team of staff, Board,
and volunteers that we work with!

Alicia Hubbard, Child and Youth Lawyer
Alyssa Collins, Child and Youth Advocate
Ashley Trac, Receptionist and Intake Worker
Ildi Kovacs, Child and Youth Friendly
Communities Project Lead
Kyleen Wong, Articling Student
Leah Anthony, Engagement and Summer
Support Staff
Margie Sanderson, Communications and
Outreach Coordinator
Phyllis Kenney, Child and Youth Lawyer
Sabrina Rivera, Administrative Assistant 
Sally Hart, Summer Law Student
Sarah Rush, Social Worker
Stephanie Howell, Executive Director
Susan Lealh, Legal Assistant 
Suzette Narbonne, Managing Child and
Youth Lawyer
Therese Narbonne, Roster Manager

S T A F F

Nina Purewal, Chair
Ashley Howard, Vice Chair
Agnes Huang, Secretary
Tanya Antonic, Treasurer 
K’iinuwaas, Carrie Anne Vander Hoop, Director
Jacqueline Norris, Director
Brynne Redford, Director 
Erin Hood, Director

Joseph Rosen, MSW, Past President SCY
Tom Berger, QC, Lawyer
Frances Grunberg, MSW, RSW, Past President SCY
 Flora McLeod (deceased)
Basil Robinson, Social Worker (deceased)

Honourary Officers 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

April
Caroline
Cindy
Dylan
Eva
Kulshaan
Maddy 
Em
Muhammad Kumayl 
Nahira
Sumeet

Y O U T H  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

Connor Hall
David Eupen
Gautam Parhar
Jaime Prins
Marlie Collette 
Mike Gargaro
Tina Rudy 

V O L U N T E E R S



The last year brought with it unique challenges and opportunities. In March
we had the privilege of co-presenting with several young people at the
well-attended Access to Justice for Children conference in Vancouver.
Within a week, we were all working from our homes and finding new ways
to help young people solve their legal problems in a virtual world. We are
mindful of the impact the pandemic has had on children and their families
and grateful for the ability to stay connected in new ways through these
times.

As the Legal Centre continues to expand, lawyers throughout the province
have generously donated their time and knowledge to the young people we
serve. Law students volunteer with us through their pro bono programs. Our
province-wide roster of lawyers continues to grow, and we were excited to
launch our first training program for children’s lawyers in the spring.

Court orders acknowledging the child’s right to representation demonstrate
the need for these services. Over the past year, we were honoured to speak
as an invited guest at several judicial conferences and, in the year-end
conference, a young person spoke to the judiciary about the impact of
family law proceedings on the child and the importance of being heard and
respected in those proceedings.

It has been a privilege to witness the transformation
in the way we approach the law when we empower
young people through their own voices.

Feedback from the children we represent and from their families continues
to remind us of the importance in ensuring that a child’s rights under the
U.N. Convention of the Rights of the Child are respected. One grandparent
shared that by representing a child, believing in them, being their voice, the
young person is allowed “to experience the dignity and responsibility of
making important life choices”.

As always, I want to thank the Law Foundation for the continued financial
support for this valuable service.

- Suzette Narbonne, Managing Lawyer

CHILD AND YOUTH LEGAL CENTRE



CHILD AND
YOUTH FRIENDLY
COMMUNITIES
Over the course of 2020 CYFC continued our
Children’s Right to the City advocacy in various
forms. We began the year continuing to work with
the City of Vancouver’s Department of Planning,
Urban Design and Sustainability to ensure that
child and youth voices are included in ongoing
city and park planning initiatives. The three
planning teams we worked with this year were the
Jericho Lands team, the Vancouver Plan team and
the Board of Parks and Recreations’ John Hendry
(Trout Lake) Park Masterplan update team. For the
first two we began student engagement through
delivery of the 12-16 session Urban Explorers
program, while with Trout Lake our engagement
was a brief 1-3 sessions that began in late
November and early December of 2019 and ended
in mid-January 2020.

A total of 124 students at five elementary school
classes attending grades 2-6 in four local
Vancouver public schools began the Urban
Explorers program in spring 2020. The program
however discontinued after the March Break due
to the Covid 19 pandemic. Over the fall we
focused on hiring an Indigenous Education
Consultant to help decolonize the Urban
Explorers program and will now be making the
engagement materials available to participating
schools online.

With a shift in focus due to the Covid 19
pandemic summer and fall 2020 looked rather
different for the CYFC program. With
significantly limited options available to work
with children and youth directly, CYFC decided
to concentrate more on professional
development and knowledge dissemination of
the Children’s Rights and Child Friendly Cities
work. Starting in the summer and fall of 2020
CYFC coordinator Ildi Kovacs developed and
held three post-secondary lectures at the
University of British Columbia on the topic of
Children’s Right to the City and Participatory
Planning with Children. Fifty-five architecture
and landscape architecture graduate students
and thirty-six pre-service educators in the
sustainability cohort of UBC’s Teacher
Education program participated in these
lectures, which also continue to be held over
the course of 2021. Additionally, we held a
Lunchtime Dialogue on Child Friendly Cities for
City of Vancouver staff with guest Lisa Wolff
(UNICEF Canada’s Director of Policy and
Research), trained a number of child-youth
engagement facilitators, and published 2
articles - one on Participatory Planning
Pedagogy and SCY’s Urban Explorers program in
the Canadian Journal of Children’s Rights, By
Ildi Kovacs, and one on Children's Urban Play
Amidst the Pandemic in NEOS, by Margie
Sanderson.

- Ildi Kovacs, CYFC Program Lead



In recognizing that the inclusion of youth voices as essential to upholding
their rights, SCY launched an initiative that would directly involve young
people in our work. The goal of this committee is to include more youth
perspective in SCY’s strategic planning, community engagement efforts, and
legal rights awareness education. Applications were released and
distributed in September to schools, community groups, and other non-
profits across the province, and a total of 12 youth were selected to make
up the Youth Advisory Committee. These youth range from ages 12 to 18,
and represent a diversity in race, gender, family situation, and geographic
location. The official launch of the YAC was in November 2020. 

Since its formation, the YAC has been a productive and collaborative committee. They meet every month virtually
for two-hour sessions. In November and December, YAC members submitted videos for SCY’s Night for Rights,
helped to edit SCY’s legal dictionary draft, and brainstormed other potential initiatives to lead in the New Year.
Some ideas proposed included creating and delivering children’s rights workshops for educators and childcare
workers, as well as hosting a YAC-led podcast. During meetings, members also have space to share external
opportunities and other projects they are involved in that may be of interest to the team. As compensation for their
time and commitment, $20 gift cards are distributed to present YAC members at the end of each monthly session.
While the committee is still in its beginning stages, SCY is excited to work alongside these youth in the months to
come.

- Nahira Gerster-Sim, YAC Member

YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CHILD RIGHTS PUBLIC AWARENESS
2020 was an exciting year for our Child Rights Public Awareness initiatives as it began with the preparation of a
joint Alternative Report for the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding Canada's progress implementing
the UNCRC. SCY led a collaborative effort with over a dozen other community groups and organizations, as well as
young people themselves, to gather input on key successes and shortcomings since Canada's last review. Out of this
we put together our report, Child and Youth Rights in BC: A Closer Look, for the Committee's review. While the review
was delayed due to COVID-19, we remain in regular contact with organizations across the country working to
increase public engagement in the review process as it continues.  

In addition to this, we piloted a few new rights education workshops for youth and adults, spread awareness
through attendance at public events prior to the pandemic, and successfully held our annual free publications drive
in December. 

Finally, we laid the groundwork in 2020 to pilot a new series of legal-rights education
workshops called Ask A Lawyer, and are very excited to see this program take off and grow in
2021. 



The Law Foundation of BC
The Law Foundation of Ontario Access to
Justice Fund
The Notary Foundation of BC
The Real Estate Foundation of BC
The City of Vancouver
Financial Assistance of the Province of
British Columbia through the Community
Gaming Grant
BC Responsible and Problem Gambling 
Canada Summer Jobs Program
Global Container Terminals Canada
V5 Concrete
United Way COVID-19 Emergency
Community Support Fund

F U N D E R S

THANK YOU
To all of our donors, event attendees, funders and sponsors - your unwavering support throughout
this extraordinary year truly means the world to us. Thank you! 
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SCY Society for Children and Youth of B.C.
Statement of Financial Position

As at December 31, 2020

Unrestricted
operating

fund

Project fund Investment in
capital assets

2020 2019

Assets
Current

Cash and cash equivalents 62,266 165,448 - 227,714 82,187
Accounts receivable 7,821 - - 7,821 12,814
Prepaid expenses and deposits 35,619 - - 35,619 36,136
GST recoverable 5,153 - - 5,153 5,688

110,859 165,448 - 276,307 136,825

Capital assets (Note 3) - - 16,530 16,530 14,833

110,859 165,448 16,530 292,837 151,658

Liabilities
Current

Accounts payable and accruals 47,857 - - 47,857 38,562
Deferred contributions (Note 4) - 161,763 15,636 177,399 53,345

47,857 161,763 15,636 225,256 91,907

Commitments (Note 5)

Fund Balances
Unrestricted 63,002 - - 63,002 55,846
Project fund - 3,685 - 3,685 2,787
Investment in capital assets - - 894 894 1,118

63,002 3,685 894 67,581 59,751

110,859 165,448 16,530 292,837 151,658

Approved on behalf of the Board of Directors
{{esl:Signer1:Signature:size(200,40)}}

Director

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
Printed on:  June 10, 2021 12:22 PM
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SCY Society for Children and Youth of B.C.
Statement of Operations

For the year ended December 31, 2020

Operating
Fund

Project Fund Capital Fund 2020 2019

Revenue
Non-government agency grants 6,688 731,075 3,261 741,024 589,876
Government agency grants 3,951 66,440 - 70,391 60,000
Other revenue 3,914 5,200 - 9,114 22,958
Interest 5,364 3,858 - 9,222 8,988
Donations 11,750 5,000 - 16,750 8,583

31,667 811,573 3,261 846,501 690,405

Expenses
Administration expense (recovery) (75,675) 75,675 - - -
Amortization - - 3,485 3,485 2,166
Office and miscellaneous 5,366 27,706 - 33,072 30,603
Professional fees 15,135 145,529 - 160,664 158,872
Rent and occupancy costs 12,251 39,740 - 51,991 54,130
Salaries and benefits 60,841 507,221 - 568,062 389,985
Travel and meeting costs 2,156 7,220 - 9,376 15,877
Volunteers and training 4,437 7,584 - 12,021 7,161

24,511 810,675 3,485 838,671 658,794

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses 7,156 898 (224) 7,830 31,611

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements
Printed on:  June 10, 2021 12:22 PM
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